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Museum moves
artifacts to new   
storage facility 
The Rocky Flats Cold War Museum 
Board signed a three-year lease for 
storage at 6531 W. 56th Avenue #34 
in Arvada for collections develop-
ment, exhibit design and adminis-
trative operations.  

Nearly a dozen board members and 
other volunteers moved the artifacts 
out of four cargo containers and out 
of a City of Arvada storage area in 
mid-January into the new space. A 
special thanks to Charlie McKay for  
providing heavy equipment and             Jack Swanzy and Don Rohlf push a glovebox into the new storage facility.
workers for part of the move. 

        
This move enables the museum to consolidate its significant collections of plant artifacts, photographs, videos, oral 
histories and manuscripts documenting the remarkable history of the Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plan. The leased 
storage space will enable the Collections and Education Committees to improve collections management and archival 
storage policies in anticipation of building a new museum facility in the next four to five years.  

“This is a major step forward for the museum to properly care for our collections and to begin designing an exhibit on 
the important and often controversial history of Rocky Flats,” said Ann Lockhart, former board president. 

Inside…
�x ‘09 officers elected
�x Awards given to 5
�x Jim Bert provides

museum advice
�x Charlie McKay

speaks out
            

Quote…
“Nuclear weapons ended World War II and have been the major factor 
in preventing World War III. The existence of nuclear weapons makes 
even conventional war too risky for aggressors who might contemplate 
it. Eliminating nuclear weapons would simply make the world safe for 
conventional war.”   

                         Richard M. Nixon
                         In the Arena: A Memoir of Victory, Defeat and  Renewal, 1990             



2009 officers elected at annual meeting Dec. 10
The 2009 officers of the Rocky Flats Cold War Museum board elected Dec. 10 are president, Shirley Garcia of 
Broomfield’s Environmental Services Division; vice-president Don Rohlf, a Rocky Flats retiree; secretary, Ann 
Lockhart, writer/editor; and treasurer, Doug Parker, a Rocky Flats retiree. 

Garcia (photo far left) worked at the Rocky Flats Nuclear 
Weapons Plant from 1982-1997. She has been the 
board’s vice president. Rohlf (second from left) retired 
from Rocky Flats after 30 years as a purchasing cost 
analyst. He belongs to the Homesteaders, the Rocky 
Flats retiree group. He was the board’s treasurer and 
chairs the Collections Committee.

Parker (third from the left) retired from Rocky Flats after 
23 years and now works part-time for Boulder County’s 
Household Hazardous Waste Unit. He has served one 
term as treasurer. Lockhart (right), immediate past 
president, retired from the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) after working 

in public relations and on the Historical Public Exposures Studies on Rocky Flats. 

Board presents awards to five at annual meeting
The Rocky Flats Cold War Museum Board presented awards for the first time at its annual meeting Dec. 10 to five 
people:  Lorraine Anderson, Kim Grant, Dorothy Ciarlo, Ann Lockhart and Ron Rohlf. Board member Jack Swanzy 
initiated the Awards Program.

Governmental Support Award presented to Lorraine Anderson (photo below, front and center), Councilwoman of 
City of Arvada, for long-time service to Rocky Flats workers, the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council, the Energy 
Communities Alliance and support for the city’s vast in-kind contribution to the museum. She coordinated the first 
significant peer exchange on historic preservation at all the 
communities with nuclear weapons plants.

Fundraising Award presented to Kim Grant (photo at right, 
center back) who wrote the 501c3 application to the IRS for 
the museum’s nonprofit status, secured the Kaiser-Hill 
donation of $150,000, got a grant for the Lindsey Ranch 
assessment and wrote the request for the $492,000 federal 
appropriation awarded last December. He’s been president 
and treasurer of the board and also wrote a case statement 
to seek corporate and foundation funds. 

Program Leadership Award went to Dorothy Ciarlo, 
Ph.D., a retired Boulder psychologist, who began 
interviewing Rocky Flats workers for the Carnegie Library’s Maria Rogers Oral History Program. She came to a 
museum retreat in 2003 and suggested that we do oral histories of Rocky Flats workers. So she started the museum's 
oral history project to which others also made major contributions: Ann chaired the committee; Steve Davis wrote a 
grant, Dorothy and Hannah Nordhaus interviewed many workers, political leaders, activists and others; transcribers 
worked to capture each word; and Susan Becker processed the transcripts and put them online. This project pre-
serves a rich history of Rocky Flats and its impact on workers, nearby communities, regulators and activists. (Dorothy
is in the photo on the left.)

Program Leadership Award went to Ann Lockhart (see photo above, far right) of Denver for creating a museum 
newsletter in 2007 with an oral history excerpt in each issue. She writes, edits and distributes it online and maintains a 
mailing list.

Years of Service Awards were presented to Ann Lockhart and Don Rohlf (see photo above, second from left), both 
Founding Directors (the museum incorporated as a nonprofit in 2001). 



2008 accomplishments, challenges of museum board listed 
Ann Lockhart (museum board president in 2007-08) gave an overview of the accomplishments of the board in 2008 at 
the annual meeting Dec. 10 and a list of challenges. She said the museum board 

�x Received the first installment ($17,000) of a federal appropriation, thanks to former U.S. Sen. Wayne 
Allard.

�x Signed a three-year lease  for an Arvada storage facility with a meeting room for artifacts near W. 56th and 
Wadsworth Blvd.

�x Received some new artifacts including large display boards, a protest banner and other smaller items 
(including a promise of Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News Rocky Flats cartoons).

�x Wrote a collections policy for the artifacts (thanks to Duane Hunter, former board member).
�x Developed a list of potential exhibits and selected several key themes for the Arvada Center exhibit.
�x Participated in events :  Jefferson County Historic Preservation Symposium May 17; the Conifer Heritage 

Festival June 28-29; Golden Cultural Alliance July 24; and Rocky Flats Workers Reunion Picnic Sept. 21. 
�x Did several presentations:  April 12 oral history panel in Boulder & Oct. 12 oral history powerpoint in Wheat 

Ridge plus presentations on the history of Rocky Flats and the importance of having a Cold War Museum to 
two high school classes.

�x Met with key folks :  staff of U.S. Rep. Ed Perlmutter April 29; Scott Surovcheck, DOE Legacy Management,
and Linda Kiser, Stoller, on April 23; Tom Gleason, Forest City Development at Stapleton on March 26; Don 
Ofte, former Rocky Flats Plant manager June 19; Boulder History Museum president Dec. 12. 

�x Met with federal officials in Washington D.C . from the U.S. Department of Energy, National Endowment for 
the Humanities, Institute for Museum and Library Services, and Congressional delegation; also attended and 
participated in a major symposium on the Cold War at the Woodrow Wilson Center for International Studies.

�x Worked on a case statement  for seeking major donations as well as the annual fundraising appeal to 
interested supporters.

�x Secured liability insurance for the collection of artifacts and board members.
�x Served as delegates to the Rocky Flats Stewardship Council.
�x Challenges to work on include

�™ Replacing some board members who have resigned and adding new, energized members to 
committees 

�™ Seeking help with fundraising and grant writing.
�™ Finding a museum site. 

Rocky Flats documents donated to University of Colorado Archives 

About 200 boxes of Rocky Flats documents about the Superfund cleanup and other studies which had been in the 
Information Center of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, have been donated to the 
University of Colorado Archives

When the state’s Information Center closed, the 
documents were loaned to Front Range Community 
College. They were then given to the Rocky Flats Cold 
War Museum, which had no place to store them. This 
was one of several sets of documents which were part of 
the Superfund cleanup administrative record. One set 
was sent to the Federal Records Center and would be 
available to the public only through a Freedom of 
Information Request. 

Duane Hunter, former member of the museum board, 
and Don Rohlf, vice-president of the board who chairs 
the museum’s Collections Committee, rented a truck and 
moved the documents to the University of Colorado. 
David Hays of CU Archives agreed to take the docu-
ments and make them available to the public.        Duane Hunter (top) and Don Rohlf pause a moment.



Museum Meetings/Events

Museum Board meeting: the second Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m. at 11025 
Dover St., Ste.1000, Westminster (northeast of 108th Ave. and Wadsworth Blvd.) 
Location info: Bob Darr, (303) 377-9672 (NOTE: The April meeting will be changed to 
the third Wednesday of the month.) 

Education Committee (exhibit planning):  last Thursday of the month at 3 p.m. 
in a Conference Room at Broomfield Municipal Center, 1 Des Combes Place, 
Broomfield.  

NOTE: Visitors are always welcome! Please contact 303-388-6978 for specific meeting
information.

=============================================================================

BOARD MEMBER BIO:  Jim Bert, museum consultant  

Jim Bert, executive director of the Hotel de Paris Museum in Georgetown, CO since 2005,
joined the Rocky Flats Cold War Museum board in 2007. An experienced museum 
professional who loves his work, he has been really helpful in advising the board on 
developing the Rocky Flats Museum, including creating the appropriate policies and 
procedures. 

Bert was founding director for the Liberal (KS) Air Museum in 1987, and spent five years 
as executive director for the Strategic Air Command Museum in Omaha, NE. He then 
worked as executive director for the Emy-Lou Biedenharn Museum and Gardens in 
Monroe, LA, and later for the Cuneo Museum and Gardens in Vernon Hills, IL. From there 
he researched the possibility of a new agricultural museum as executive director for the 
Dekalb Genetics Foundation.

Bert met his wife Conny, who was a curator at a Dutch museum, at an international 
museum conference. She teaches classes in art history and various museum topics at 

area colleges. Bert is managing partner of Musemaster, a museum consulting firm based in Arvada with his wife.  
(See www.musemaster.org).  

A Kansas native, he has a B.A. and M.S. in American history and an M.A. in Museum Studies. Bert spent eight years 
of regular and active reserve service with the U.S. Marine Corps. He taught at the junior high level for four years and 
served as building principal for six years before changing careers.                           
============================================================================

News Briefs:
*  A special heart-felt thank you goes to the following donors to our museum:   
Herman and Mariette Anderson, Eileen Armstead, Roger Ballenger, Vivian Bonham, Dorothy Ciarlo, Carolyn Clark, 
William V. Conner,  Alvin E. Cooper, Patrick Etchart, Michael Fields, Frederick J. Fraikor, Guido Gaz, Kim Grant, 
Gene Hansen, John A. Hayden, Charles Jerke, Marvin H. Jones, John Larsen, Kenneth and Barbara Lenarcic, Ann 
Lockhart, Robert Nelson, Donald Ofte, John E. Peterson, Christian and Natalia Poppeliers, Don Rohlf, John and 
Connie Stevens, Angela L. Stewart, Helen L.Stone, Rhonda Thomas, Meg Van Ness and Steve Kalasz, Edward 
Vejvoda, Ida M. Walters and Fran Yehle
* The Second Annual Rocky Flats Reunion Picnic  will be held June 20 at the Westminster Elk’s Club. Participants 
should bring a covered dish. Contact Laura Schultz at soreloser@earthlink.net for more information. 
*  New oral history collection web address:  The Boulder Public Library has a new web address, and so does the 
oral history collection which includes the Rocky Flats oral histories. Go to www.boulderlibrary.org/oralhistory. 
* Bob Nelson , former city councilman of Golden, has resigned from the board. We've appreciated his long, dedicated 
service. 



*  Museum board retreat :  A retreat is tentatively planned for a Saturday morning in the next few months. Visitors are 
welcome and should contact Ann Lockhart at ajldenver@aol.com for specific details.
* Marion Galant , community relations consultant after retiring from the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment, resigned from the board, but plans to continue to work on the upcoming exhibit. Thanks to her for 
serving as secretary to the board the last two years.
*  Welcome to Phil Saba , president of the Homesteaders (Rocky Flats retiree group), who joined the museum board 
in February.
*  Cold War history : From the Denver Post Feb. 4, 2008 was an item under the column “This Day in History.”  
In 1958, Sen. John F. Kennedy spoke to 8,200 people at Denver's City Auditorium, discussing the economic 
challenges caused by the Cold War.

   Weapons to Wildlife
The Weapons to Wildlife newsletter is issued periodically by the Rocky Flats 
Cold War Museum board. In July 2001, the board incorporated as a 501(c) 3 
organization to develop the museum to “document the historical, social, 
environmental and scientific aspects of Rocky Flats.” We want to tell all sides 
of the Rocky Flats story.

Editor:     Ann J. Lockhart
Address: Rocky Flats Cold War Museum, PO Box 871, Arvada, CO 80001.
Phone:     720-898-7125 
Web site:  www.rockyflatsmuseum.org
Rocky Flats Oral Histories:  www.boulderlibrary.org/oralhistory/   Click on 
special collections and click on Rocky Flats.
Email:     editor@rockyflatscoldwarmuseum.org  to be removed from or     
added to this newsletter distribution list.
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Rocky Flats 
Cold War Museum 

Board 

President:           Shirley Garcia
Vice President:  Don Rohlf
Secretary:           Ann Lockhart
Treasurer:           Doug Parker

James H. Bert
Wendell Cheeks, Sr.
Kim Grant
Charles C. McKay
LeRoy Moore
Phil Saba
Jack Swanzy 
John Boylan, Ex-Officio

                                   
Oral history excerpt: Charlie Church McKay  

Rancher/developer speaks frankly about Rocky Flats
Hannah Nordhaus interviewed local rancher and developer Charles (Charlie) Church McKay on August 6, 2003, at his 
Church Ranch Office for the Maria Rogers Oral History Program (Boulder Public Library) and the Rocky Flats Cold 
War Museum. Charlie’s uncle, Marcus Church, sold land to the federal government for the Rocky Flats Plant in 1951.
(The transcription was done by Kathleen Salzberg.) Click on www.boulderlibrary.org/oralhistory, then Special 
Collections, then Rocky Flats to read/listen to the full interview.

To start, why don't you tell me a little bit about your personal background … Born and raised in Evanston, 
Illinois. Born in 1940….My mother was Ruth Church. My full name is Charles Church McKay. I can remember about 
1942…here at this ranch riding an old horse called Stardust….a big deal for a two-year-old! And then I was back and 
forth to Colorado numerous times…I was always in pen-pal contact with Uncle Marcus Church…my Mom's brother. 
He really ran the ranch with my grandmother from the early 40s. In 1940 my grandfather, Frank J. Church…got hit by 
a train on Old Wadsworth…It was below zero out…He was going to town to get some fuel oil to keep the furnaces 
going. He had his two dogs with him in the pick-up…He… shifted into low gear to go over the top. One of the neigh-
bors waved to him, and he waved back. Or he waved to him pointing there is a train coming. He (my grandfather) 
waved and said "Good morning" and drove right in front of the train. The train drug him a mile and a half before it got 
stopped. 

I always had a love for Colorado and…wanted to be a farmer and a rancher. I went to the University of Arkan-
sas…School of Agriculture. I never did get my chance until my uncle died in '79…My family brought the first Hereford 



cattle to Colorado in 1869, and we still raise Hereford cattle. We also raise Black Baldies, which is the black-gold bred 
to a white-faced Hereford…Our family was the first…to introduce dry-land wheat to the State of Colorado…My great-
grandfather…was the first one to introduce irrigation to the State of Colorado on the eastern slope….

Sarah H. Church [grandmother] wrote a diary called "Crossing the Plains"…We are now in Westminster, Colorado, 
Jefferson County at Old Wadsworth at about 100th.  At Old Wadsworth and 104th, they had a stage stop called 
Church's Crossing Stage Stop, which was on the Overland Stage route. In the old days it was one-day's stage ride 
from Denver to get to here and then another day to get to Boulder…there were a number of deeds that were land 
grants…We have deeds…signed by Grover Cleveland, Taft… 

…most of Rocky Flats before 1950-51 was all ranched, farmed and grazed. We raised hay in Section 13 and the 
ditches are still there. We had two ponds in Section 13 that are fed from Smart Reservoir, which is up in Section 16. 
So when the tree-hugging community claims that Rocky Flats is pristine and has never been touched, they would 
have you believe that the only one to have set foot on Rocky Flats was an Indian…wearing moccasins and that was 
100 years ago. They are kind of a sore spot with me, as you can tell….

What was your family's total acreage… everywhere and 
then at Rocky Flats as well?
That is a good question…I am doing exactly what our family 
did for four other generations…I am the fourth genera-
tion…Agriculture…mining and land development…I was kind
of forced to do land development…I did dry-land wheat and 
made $7,900 in one year. Then the back end of the tractor 
went out and cost me $4,500. I was still raising cows…I could 
rapidly see that if we did not make some changes, we would 
lose this place just for taxes. I did have a background in 
construction and…development…So I began chasing the 
opportunity for the Church Ranch Boulevard interchange on 
the Denver-Boulder Turnpike…We do all 100% raw-water 
irrigation at Church Ranch…being a farmer and rancher 
makes me a better developer. If you're in touch with the land 
and are out working, you know the land better and you treat 
the land better….

           
       Charlie Church McKay, rancher/developer

Let's go back to the acreage question.
…I have…records that say 17,000 acres and…records that say 27,000 acres. I used to hear 40,000 acres. I don't 
know what's right. I…lease 5,000 acres for cattle grazing right now. I think we sold 4,000 acres over time for Rocky 
Flats…There was the original sale in '50-'51; there was expansion of the buffer zone…in '74-'75…we farmed and 
ranched that ground until '74-'75…

 …Do you remember how this all [sale of land for Rocky Flats] came about?
…In the beginning they [his family] did not want to sell…then they thought, maybe it is an opportunity… So when they 
started negotiating with the government, it was long and…tough…When the final deal was made, it was made under 
the threat of condemnation…and they [the government] said, "We don't want minerals, you can keep the minerals. All 
we need is the land…." 

What minerals are under there?
There is coal…gas…oil, gravel, sand, clay, rock and ore. We have been mining for a long time…we are involved with 
the mining of gravel, sand…clay, and rock. Rocky Flats rock is great rock. It is extremely hard…when it crushes, it has 
lots of fractured faces. Fractured faces work great for concrete and for blacktop…

…In Section 16, mentally drive into the Rocky Flats plant from Highway 93, stop at the guard shack, look to your 
right…the south, and you will see mining there. Directly under there was the old Capital Cap Rock Coal Mine…shut 
down in 1957….adjacent to the Rocky Flats plant. We have all heard about the Leyden Coal Mine in Leyden Gulch, 
which runs basically from Highway 93 almost back to Indiana…a huge, huge coal mine….the town of Superior was a 
coal-mining town. Louisville had coal mines…I know coal right now is not a big deal, but at some point…coal may be 
another valuable asset out there. 



…tell me your first memory of Rocky Flats?
My first memory of Rocky Flats was riding in my grandmother's 1946 Ford four-door sedan, bouncing across Rocky 
Flats looking at the cows….I find myself doing the same thing….when you are not doing anything you just go out and 
look at your cows…your fences…water holes…grass quality…

When did you become aware that the government was your neighbor?
Right after the sale, it was 1950-51, the government moved in with their guards and the full force of the United States 
Government. When you are a farmer and a rancher, you put fences on your property lines or on section lines, so you 
know where everything is…They had not even gotten their fences up, and my uncle would be out…with cattle or 
running water in irrigation ditches, and the guards would come barreling down on him and try to use their force against 
him… 

When I look at the old newspaper clippings…in general, people thought that Rocky Flats was going to be a great 
thing…Economically, it contributed a huge economic base to this quadrant. Likewise, it killed any opportunity for 
development in this area…

When did you or your uncle become aware that there were issues that would still affect your land…?
There were always the on-going irritations…with the Rocky Flats plant…I was a kid living in Evanston, Illinois, and my 
Mom was…a partner in the ranch…I would get…newspaper articles…about the problems…Rocky Flats has been in 
the press ever since…Rocky Flats was contaminated more by perception than by reality….in my opinion, they 
mishandled things…

Do you want to tell me a little about the history of the West Spray Field?
The West Spray Field is in Section 9, right where the gravel is… at the northeast corner of Highway 93 and the West 
Gate Road. I have that strip of ground there. I call it Mountain Plains Industrial Center…Just past that there are 94 
acres that Rocky Flats decided would be a good area on which to get rid of their effluent, sewage water, by spraying it 
on the ground. This is treated sewage…not a bad idea…small towns get rid of their water that way. Most…plant a 
crop which consumes the nitrogen and turns it into good grass or alfalfa…At Rocky Flats…They just keep pouring it 
on…so all of a sudden nitrates were an issue…here I am, trying to get my gravel permit sorted out… I went 
through…8 or 9 managers and 15 or so attorneys. People came and went, and I am still fighting it and trying to get 
issues resolved. 

“Rocky Flats was contaminated more by perception than by reality…”

I just wanted to go through some of the history…of your litigation. 
OK….all of a sudden we hear…that the oil drums were leaking…about the '69 fire… …and…the health department … 
got involved…Dr. Carl Johnson [Jefferson County Health Department] talking about all this contamination at Rocky 
Flats and how terrible it is…about this time…Jefferson County and the State of Colorado put this big circle around the 
Rocky Flats Plant…all the way to Simms….And it says no building permits will be issued…They even made 
comments that Church Ranch cattle glowed in the dark, because it was next to the Rocky Flats Plant…untrue…all 
kinds of craziness. 

…about that time…Uncle Marc said, "No, now, that's enough. We are going to sue them."…It went on for eight years. 
You know with the power of government…they can just delay you, and delay you, and delay you…They use every 
legal tactic to…cause us to burn up a million dollars in legal fees. When Uncle Marc died in '79, I was here…We 
talked…The Rocky Flats lawsuit was something he wanted me to keep…fighting…

What were you seeking…payment or to be able to develop the land?
Yes…We were seeking whatever…I forget what--$38 million or something…a lot of money back then. So Uncle Marc 
died…I met with Fairfield and Woods, our attorneys. Our family did business with them for 50 years….I met with 
Howard Holme, a young guy…the lead guy for the lawsuit. He was a very good technocrat and…assembled all this 
information on plutonium. And we had hired scientists… I said, "Why can't we just pull a building permit? Who is 
keeping us from having a building permit?" And he said, "The State of Colorado and Jefferson County."

We were discussing the first lawsuit, and you were saying that you were ready to settle.
…I was living in Fallbrook, California…in north San Diego County…avocado capital of the world…I would come to 
Colorado…every couple of months and…handle this stuff at the ranch….I…felt like there's four generations that 
worked their butts off for Church Ranch and why should we, the McKay boys, come in and melt it all down for 



cash…So I meet with Howard, and I said, "Haven't you ever talked about settlement?...He said, "Well, they have 
mentioned it…" 

He said, "But you can't get a building permit." Why not? "Jefferson County won't let us and neither will the State of 
Colorado." I said…"Maybe if we could sue Jefferson County and the State of Colorado, we could bring enough 
pressure to bear that we can…settle this thing…” …Judge Matsch appointed Judge Sherman Finesilver…nicest guy 
in the world…he would pound on this side and he would pound on that side…he would wear the two down so he 
brings them closer and closer together…They had Dow Chemical attorneys…Rockwell attorneys…State of Colorado 
attorneys, Jefferson County attorneys... 38 attorneys and Howard Holme and me and my brother. And my brother 
said, "…You…keep working with them." And he went back to California. 

So…we finally got it settled….not a lot of money…like $6.75 million. We had already spent a million in legal fees...we 
got the curtain lifted off of the ability to develop that property. We got a certification from the Colorado Department of 
Health. A nice guy by the name of Al Hazle who was very involved, and he has maintained since day one…"that 
ground out there is just plain old Colorado dirt…", the stuff that is easterly of Indiana, there were some hot spots 
there.

“All I wanted was my permit to mine the gravel…”

…I said "Let's test it with Jefferson County. If it is clean, clear and acceptable for development, let's test it." So we did 
a piece here…96th and Indiana…158 acres. This piece up here at the West Gate to the Rocky Flats running on 
Highway 93 on the north side of the West Gate Road was the other piece…I remember Jack McNett…an attorney for 
Rockwell…along with Jake Chavez, the attorney for the DOE out of Albuquerque…said, "Your Honor, we want to help 
these people. We are sorry this happened…we have… a need for a pipe shop…a carpenters shop…an engineering 
building…We would love to work with McKays and…maybe we could put those facilities out there." …It was a tough, 
tough deal to get an actual agreement….And they did… at the corner when you enter Rocky Flats from Highway 93, 
those two buildings [Buildings 060 and 061] we built for the DOE for Rockwell to move into as result of that 
lawsuit…they agreed to deliver us water—20,000 gallons of water a day for 40 years. Which right now they are trying 
to wiggle out of…

So this was not the only lawsuit, or was it?
This was the first lawsuit. The second one I was forced to do… On this West Spray Field, I am trying and trying…All I 
wanted was my permit to mine the gravel…Mindy Brown…in the legal department. I ran into her…at Western 
Aggregates…I started chewing on her as to why is it taking so long…I started ranting and raving… She said, "…The 
only way you are ever going to get justice out of us is to sue us…if you sue us, in the context of settlement, I can bring 
the right player to the table to work this out with you…"…So I sued 'em and it became adversarial…for years…that 
was the second lawsuit. We settled that….got a little money. Probably got back what we had put out in legal fees to 
fight them…I was able to get my permit back, and that was what we wanted….They did a study called OU 11…a 
study I got at a public hearing…

So what was OU 11?
OU (Superfund Operable Unit) 11 is the West Spray Field….

And so OU 11…there was no danger?
There was no danger…You could put a subdivision out on this ground, the West Spray Field… and live there for 40 
years and not have a problem with contamination….I was able to take that…to Jefferson County Board of 
Adjustments…and I was able to get back our permit.

So are there more lawsuits?
…those are the only two…Now we have…Wildlife that says, "Mining of gravel is incompatible with a wildlife 
sanctuary, so get rid of these mining guys."…They are going to be taking over the whole Rocky Flats Plant. So I went 
to everybody and I said, "Look…at the west end, on Highway 93, we have got all this gravel that is being mined and 
has been mined for 40 years or more… leave that stuff alone, let it be mined out…so that it would be a productive 
addition to a wildlife sanctuary…Sloan's Lake…was an old gravel pit. There are old gravel pits that were reclaimed 
and make a wonderful addition to our economy and to our society….you could reclaim those pits as reservoirs….You 
could store water up there. Water storage is compatible with wildlife and with people, with open space…



What would you like to see happen…Would you like to see parts of it developed?
…Personally, I would like to see trails around. You know, if there are hot areas, which there probably are, they need 
to be capped and covered, or ground up, or hauled off, or whatever. You would not want…to allow people to have 
contact with something that would hurt them…[U.S. Senator Mark] Udall has come up with a bill that says that they 
want to acquire all the minerals at Rocky Flats… 

OK, but out there it is just gravel…?
Oh, no, no. We are going to get it developed. This map…of the beltway…470, the Northwest Parkway…will be 
coming down Indiana….and go over the Leyden mine…This map here is a comprehensive development plan that was 
done with the City of Arvada and Jefferson County and it was signed off in '89. You heard of Jefferson Center?
...things will finally happen. I think it is a great thing. Rocky Flats is finally going to have its birthday. You know the 
tear-down of the buildings and the fact that there is less and less negative press coming out of Rocky Flats….

…You have discussed your relations with DOE managers…
Most of the DOE managers were very gentle, kind, nice guys…but they were caught up in the Rocky Flats 
bureaucracy…it is such a bureaucracy…nobody can do anything…
  
What about your relation with the protestors?
I never was one to be a part of the protestors…. I have been busy all my life working and doing cows or land 
development or trying to raise five kids and one stepson….I have no time to be involved with peace marches and 
hippies and protestors. 

“…to change a light bulb, they have to have half a dozen people…
Four people twisting the ladder and one guy holding the bulb. 

Another two or three doing the paperwork…”

What about the rank and file workers? Did you have any interaction with them?
The rank and file workers? …I am sure that to change a light bulb they have to have half a dozen people…Four 
people twisting the ladder and one guy holding the bulb. Another two or three doing the paperwork…

Did you have to get any security clearance or anything?
…I never did….I maintain the ditches, I maintain the water rights through the plant, so they tried to make me get 
security clearances…I always call the shift commander and tell that I will be in there and what I am doing...I don't 
abuse it…I just do what I have always done.

Nothing has changed since September 11? 
…There were times when they did try to push me….get in my face. And I would just get right back in their face…
When 9/11 happened, that was a different story….an amazing thing happened. I started being a lot nicer to them, and 
they started being a lot nicer to me.  [Laughs] So probably if I had been nicer to them years ago…. On the other hand,
if I had been too nice they would have locked me out…If you are not forceful, they would have taken…advantage of 
me. 

Anything we missed? Any stories?
…Over the next 15-20 years…you are going to see a big difference around Rocky Flats…you are going to see some 
good quality development and I hope…Wildlife allows some trails through there…There's got to be ways to figure out 
how to do it without impacting health and safety and still make it available to folks…

.…you go to the Rocky Flats hearings and you hear scientists talk about parts [of contaminants] per trillion…” I think, 
good Lord, what is parts per trillion?”…in a farmer and ranchers' magazine, I found this thing…How big is a part per 
trillion?...below are a few interesting comparisons to put one part per trillion into perspective. A square inch in 250 
square miles. That's one part per trillion. A pinch of salt on 10,000 potato chips is a part per trillion…One postage 
stamp in an area the size of Texas…So when they are beating up on Rocky Flats and talking about parts [of 
contamination] per trillion, it is not that much….
. 

    To read the entire interview of Charles (Charlie) Church McKay, see www.boulderlibrary.org/oralhistory/ .


